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Community: where families and individuals with Down
syndrome and all abilities can come together for
acceptance and strive to reach their highest potential.

Mission: GiGi's Playhouse Milwaukee is changing the
way the world views Down syndrome by providing
FREE inclusive programming to help our families
achieve their Best of All.

Vision: To provide a place where individuals with Down
syndrome and other intellectual disabilities find
acceptance and zero barriers to access to our FREE
educational, therapeutic and social programming.

Down Syndrome Achievement Centers
educate. inspire. believe.

o Milwaukee, WI




Dear Believers, '.
As we look back on 2022, | am thrilled with all that we accomplished in what we thought |
would be an uncertain year. 2022 was a year for transition and rejuvenation. We were so
happy to greet so many new families in person, hold our first in-person run/walk/dash

and hold our annual Brew HaHa in an exciting new venue with a packed house and great |
entertainment. We also accomplished our long-term goal for facility improvements at the
Playghouse. If you haven't stopped in, please do! The additional tutor room, office. new
technology and a fresh coat of paint and carpeting have really brightened up the space.
Our programs are better than ever thanks to the addition of a new program and volunteer
coordinator, We are now better equipped to support our volunteers and families with
programming designed for our participants.

We couldn’t have accomplished any of these goals without the support of our community.
YOU have helped us continue to grow and offer new and better FREE programs in a warm and welcoming Playhouse,
Together, WE can help change the way the world views Down syndrome with a global message of acceptance for all.

As we enter 2023, please join us to celebrate our accomplishments, our participants and the opportunity to continue to
help our families find their Best of All!

Sincerely,

S O

Susanne Griscom Pelikan, Board President

2022 At-A-Glance
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we make community connections

Jennifer Marie Eqgert, How does this benefit the GiGi's participants and the
Assistant Clinical Marquette clinicians? Community clinical outreach
Professor at Marquette typically is haphazard in nature and only occurs at the
University, Department opportunities present themselves. This is quite the opposite.
of Speech Pathology It is both an established program (Amina Grace) within the
and Audiology shares structure of GiGi's and has become an established learning
her thoughts on the opportunity for our MU students. It's an opportunity to
Amina Grace Speech support the transition from the clinic to the real world.

with Marquette Program.

How is this program a good collaboration between

GiGi's Playhouse and Marquette University?

It’s really a win-win-win situation! The Playhouse is staffed
with a beneficial program, the students gain real world clinic
skills, and the clients receive free services. Community
Clinical Outreach is really about increasing our program’s
support to EVERYONE. Getting our clinicians out of our
campus clinic is more important than ever.

What do you like about the program? This initiative leads
to both community engagement AND an engaged
community. | am overwhelmingly appreciative of how
genuinely involved both the students and families are. The
families are at home in the Playhouse and the students
discover how special GiGi's is. They truly have a hard time
leaving at the end of the semester.

h we provide a lifetime of support

You can also help by joining
Programs at our team of volunteers!

GiGi's Playhouse Milwaukee

https.//gigisplayhouse.org/milwaukee/sfcalendar/

* Tutors — the Playhouse provides
training and materials for those interested
in 1:1 math and literacy tutoring in-person
or virtually at a time that fits your
schedule.

* Program Leaders — great opportunity to
work directly with our participants at all
ages in social and therapeutic programs.

* Program Assistants — help other
volunteers deliver a program.

» Committee Members — help out with
events, fundraisers and program design.

* Advisory Board - perfect for
community members interested in helping
out behind the scenes but not quite ready
for a full board commitment.

we provide FREE programs

Leaps & Bounds

Leaps & Bounds is a play-based
program for children ages 3-5 that
focuses on success in preschool and
kindergarten. Students engage in
fun activities to promote following

RNaS, TSR KOV CARROLL J
participation and movement. \55.,,

Teen Tastic

Teen Tastic with Mount Mary University was
featured over the summer. This program
focused on building social, executive
functioning and self-advocacy skills. Sessions
included skill development, problem solving,
compromise and turn-taking in a variety of
settings in the playhouse, at parks and at local
businesses.

un-munnmxm

Mount Mary

UNIVEATYY

GiGiFIT
GiGiFIT programs combine physical therapy with a strong fitness
focus and an ultimate goal of success and improved movement.
GiGiFIT was created in collaboration with Physical Therapists to
address the needs of individuals with Down syndrome including
hypotonia, joint laxity and decreased balance. Milwaukee is pleased
to offer this program to infants and toddlers, kids, teens and adults,

we can achleve excellence

soe's 2022
GiGi's Playhouse Milwaukee is pleased to have received SOE W“
recognition for our hard work at the national conference. Our Gbis Playhouse Milwaukee ™
national office uses these Standards of Execution to quide each
Playhouse. This year we received Center of Excellence in the area BN, . - T
of Programs, Donation Processing & Data Management, and HR e ey S
& Volunteer Management. We were awarded Strong in e
Franosd eecs -

Marketing, Operations & Facility and Financial Health. We are
proud of these accomplishments.
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we rejuvinated
our Playhouse

We were so pleased to welcome the Schlitz and Kulka
Families’” as we dedicated our new Facility Improvements in
honor of Diane Schlitz and Papa Wally Kulka. We are thrilled
with our new improvements and excited to be able to expand
our 1:1 tutoring/speech capabilities, work space for staff and
storage within our existing space. New technology allows us
to expand our reach within the community and fresh new
flooring and paint brighten the space.
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*Anon Charitable Trust

*Barnes & Noble

Bader Philanthropies, Inc.

Fund of the Jewish Community
Foundation

Harri Hoffmann Family

Foundation, Inc,

*Anthony & Ann Jasen

John & Casey Kulka

*James & Susanne Pelikan

*Stackner Family Foundation

*Wispact Foundation
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American Endowment Amina

Grace Memorial Fund INC.

Joel & Erin Anderson

Nick & Kristin Anson

Nick Argires

Dan & Mary Aschenbrener

Benevity

Eric & Mary Bolander

Craftsman Café

Matthew Coburn

Chris Crain & Lisa Davis

Kurt & Julie Doman

Elizabeth Elser Doolittle

Charitable Trusts

Laura Fernandez

Fifth Generation, Inc.

GE Healthcare

Gigi MKE Boutique

*Barry Goldman

David R. Griscom

Garrett Holmes & Jillian
Holschuh
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Intentional Purpose
Consulting, LLC

Harold & Adelyn Jacobsohn

Jasen Wealth Advisors

Dan & Annelte Kappler

Carolyn Kirkby

Nathan Leonardelli

Lincoln Contractors Supply

LiteZilla

Manpower Group

Steve & Lisa Mellone

Milwaukee Bucks

My Choice Wisconsin

*Derek & Norine Nazareth

Network for Good

Nicolet High School

Orion Motors LLC

Jodi Ristau

Patrick & Suzette Roddy

*Schloemer Law Firm, S.C.

*Smiles for Life Foundation

Randy & Chris
VandenHouten Household

*Michael & Lynda Wachter

*WI Arm Sports

WI Energies Foundation, Inc,

Wilo USA

Katherine Zvesper

$500 and above

Wendy England

Matt Snyder & Darya
Alexander

Barry J Goldman, CPA LLC

David Benolo

Shelley Boehm

Brewers Community
Foundation, Inc.

You can help change the
world by taking the pledge al:

possibilities

Brian & Rebekah Wickert Robert L. & Frances J. Zielsdorf
Family Foundation Foundation

Matt & Marie Burrows Stormonth Elementary School

Chris & Kristen Byers T. Rowe Price Charitable

Eladio Cancel Jon & Sara Van Deurzen

Tom & Amy Dietrich Carl & Janet Vopal

Chip & Meghan Fetherston Mike & Andi Zimmerman
Foundation Source

General Donations Milwaukee
General Plastics, Inc,

GiGi's Playhouse Madison
Hidden Glen Gelf Course
Integrated Management &

Your belief in GiGi's
Playhouse Milwaukee
has helped us do

N‘i\;?u:';"i:w great work this year.
Mike & Lize Keller Thank you for

Andrew & Kirsten Kerr continuing to support
Charlie & Sarah Koehn our mission of

Erin Kogler acceptance and for

DC;V';?J f‘ a-":‘::"“"""a changing the lives of

Scott Levin those we serve
Madison Investments together.

Marian Milwaukee

MGW Law

Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Tool Corporation
Jake & Heather Minshy
Jeffrey & Ginger Moerschel
Michael & Jane Nichols

Onda

Aron & Nicole Pankow

Mike & Terri Peckerman-Stein
Karen Rinehart

Andrew & Heidi Rowley




# we are the change!
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Down Syndrome Achievement Centers
educate. inspire. believe.
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Board Members (from left to right): Barry Goldman, Erin I
Kogler, Erin Anderson, Becky Archibald, Ann Jasen, Sue M l |Wa u kee ! WI
Pelikan, Mike Wachter

Fiscal Year 2022
- Annual Impact Report
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