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When Michelle first called the Playhouse,
I was surprised by her enthusiasm for
Down syndrome. She told me about the
early intervention her
daughter was set up to
receive, she asked when
she could come to the
Playhouse and wanted
to know what materi-
als we had to spread
positive awareness. I
asked how old her
daughter was and she
told me that the baby
was due in March!
This blessed baby
was not even born
yet and already had

her mom’s heart wrapped around her fin-
ger! Michelle had heard about GiGi’s
through a family member and called the

Playhouse after receiving the pre-
natal diagnosis.
When she received
the Celebration
Packet from us, she
was surprised at how
congratulatory it was.
Michelle wanted to be
as pro-active as possi-
ble and do all she
could prior to her
daughter being born.
She states, “Now I am
to the point where I
actually feel lucky! I am

so excited to meet her! I used to be a
Special Education teacher. Now I get to
be the student and I am thrilled.”
Michelle, her mom, and her 16 month
old twins visited the Playhouse and were
welcomed with open arms. She was able
to talk to new moms and learn from
them what it was like. Though her hus-
band was not able to join her that day,
he is looking forward to coming to the
Playhouse as well. Grandma says, “It’s
amazing that this place is here! Not just
for children and adults but for the whole
family. I’ve never seen so many smiling
faces in my life!” 
Welcome Michelle and family!! 
We are so happy that you are part of our
Playhouse family!!

We at GiGi’s Playhouse know how to ring
in the New Year! Complete with a bal-
loon drop, sparkling apple juice and lots
of people, our New Years at Noon Party
was a blast! Here is a quote from one of
the Hosts at the party, “We had lots of
out of town guests, who enjoyed the fun
loving atmosphere. Boy scout troop 339
did an outstanding job as hosts, and

Mason Ross’s girl scout troop came to
run face painting and a drawing station.
Thanks to all the help we had an out-
standing New Years Eve Party. “What a
way to start the New Year,” was said by
many. Our California friends shared their
good cheer of their new center opening
in San Diego, they were inspired a few
years ago with a visit to GiGi’s. I guess we

touch the lives from people
from all over the world!”

WWeellccoommiinngg aa NNeeww YYeeaarr aanndd wwiitthh iitt,, NNeeww BBeeggiinnnniinnggss!!

HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr ttoo AAllll!!
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Our 8-12 year old group is our newest
and fastest growing group! Last month
we had so much fun doing a dress up
activity, decorating crowns and dancing!
We had a group of great dancers! This

month we did karaoke and had a blast!
We also decorated cookies for the holi-

days and did a lot of creative movement
activities. The Kids Club is run by a
licensed OT who has a passion for our
kids!! Join us next month on February
23rd for another time of fun and friends!

Look how much fun
the Polish Holiday
Party was! They had
awesome food and
great presents! This
group meets the 4th
Sunday of the month
from 11am-1pm. 
Come join the fun!

TTHHAANNKK YYOOUU!! 
We would like to thank all the 2007
Program Hosts and Volunteers that give
of their time, creativity and energy each
month to ensure that our families and
kids feel loved the minute they walk in
the door. We appreciate you and all you
do and look forward to working with you
in 2008! Interested in becoming a
Program Host or Volunteer? Call the
Playhouse!! 847.885.7529.

PPoolliisshh 
GGrroouupp

TTHHIISS MMOONNTTHH’’SS FFEEAATTUURREE
H O F F M A N E S T A T E S L O C A T I O N

Crawlers
Our crawlers are moving like you cannot
believe! This group of pre-walkers are
having so much fun maneuvering
around the room and investigating all
the neat toys at the Playhouse! We meet
the 2nd Saturday of the month from 
9-9:45am. 

2 & Under
This group is open to everyone and is a
huge hit!! Siblings welcome too! Join us
the 2nd Saturday of every month 
from 10-11:30am.

Hop, Skip and Jumpers!!
This fast paced group is so much fun!
With crafts, games and songs, we work
on social skill development and meet
new friends! Join us from Noon-1:30pm
on the 2nd Saturday!

Look at the programs we have on
the 2nd Saturday of the month:

WWhhaatt aa BBuussyy 
SSaattuurrddaayy!!!!!! VVaalleennttiinneess DDaayy 

TTeeddddyy BBeeaarr && TTeeaa PPaarrttyy
Join us Saturday,
February 16th from
10am-Noon for our
Valetines Day party!!
Bring your favorite
Teddy Bear and help 
us make Valentines Day
cards!! 

RSVP to
847.885.7529

FFrriiddaayyFFrriieennddss
HHoolliiddaayy BBoowwlliinngg 
PPaarrttyy RReesscchheedduulleedd!!!!
Meet us at: 
Hoffman Lanes/AMF Bowling 
80 West Higgens Road 
Hoffman Estates, IL 

RSVP required
847.885.7529
See you there!!!



Literacy 
9-10am

Crawlers 9-9:45am
2&Under 10-11:30am
Hop, Skip & Jumpers
Noon-1:30pm
GALA
7pm

Valentines Day
Party
10am-Noon

Literacy 
9-10am
Kids Club 
10-11:30am

Friday Friends 
Meet at 
Bowling Alley
7pm
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Literacy 
Noon-2pm

Literacy 
Noon-2pm

Literacy 
Noon-2pm

Board of Directors
Meeting
7pm

Open Play: Every Thursday!
Everyone is welcome! Stop by for
pizza, pop and fun! We have volun-
teers to assist with the kids so the
parents can hang out! It’s awesome!

Literacy Program: GiGi’s
Playhouse provides FREE private
tutoring to children with Down
syndrome. Customized materials
are provided for each individual
student. The program also assists
teachers and parents on how to
tutor their children.

Friday Friends: Ages 18 and up
only. Party with the gang! Equal
numbers of peers with Down syn-
drome as without. Karaoke, dances,
laser tag, bowling, prom, movie
nights, friends and fun!

2 and under group: Families with
kids 2 and under get together to
play, and have fun while the par-
ents network with each other!

Hop, Skip and Jumpers: For 3-5
year olds, this program will help
promote friendships, good social
skills and interactive play through
fun creative activities!

Hispanic Group: Spanish speaking
families gather for food, fun, friend-
ship and education.

Polish Play Group: Polish speak-
ing families gather for an afternoon
of fun and friendship.

Reserved: Playhouse may be
reserved for private play groups,
parties or support groups

GiGi’s Crawlers: This group focus-
es on crawling skills as well as fine
motor skills, social interaction with
peers in a semi-structured environ-
ment. Children need to be crawling
and are accompanied by a parent/
adult. 

GiGi’s Walkers: This group focus-
es on post walking skills with peers
to prepare children for school activ-
ities (balance beam, kicking, throw-
ing, jumping, etc.) Children need
to be walking and must be accom-
panied by a parent/adult.

The Playhouse can be reserved for

any Down syndrome related event.

When it is available it may also

be used by other groups with

special needs.

Literacy 
10am-2pm
Literacy 
6-8pm
Special Intentions 
7-9pm

Open Play 
12:30-2pm
Literacy 
5-8pm

Nuestros Angeles 
Hispanic Playgroup
11am-1pm

Open Play 
12:30-2pm
Literacy 
5-8pm

Open Play 
12:30-2pm
Literacy 
5-8pm

Open Play 
12:30-2pm
Literacy 
5-8pm

Literacy 
10am-2pm
Literacy 
6-8pm

Literacy 
10am-2pm
Literacy 
6-8pm

Polish Group
11am-1pm

Literacy 
10am-2pm
Literacy 
6-8pm
Literacy Nite 
6:30-8:30pm

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Literacy 
Noon-2pm

H O F F M A N E S T A T E S C A L E N D A R

DDoonn’’tt FFoorrggeett!!
Literacy Nite on the 27th!
Come and make books with us!
Learn how to make your own
books or get some materials to
work on at home with your kids!

HHaavviinngg aa BBiirrtthhddaayy??
Reserve the Playhouse! You can reserve the
Playhouse for any Down syndrome related
event. When available, it may also be used by
other groups with special needs. Think about
the positive awareness that is spread 
by bringing people to the Playhouse! 
Call today to book your party 
at no charge!! 
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CCoommee SSiiggnn WWiitthh UUss
2 & Under attendees, come out a half
hour before the 2 & Under Playgroup
and learn some sign language! The sign-
ing class will be from 9-9:30am, just prior
to the 2 & Under group.

RReeaaddiinngg TTuuttoorrss NNeeeeddeedd
GiGi’s Free Literacy Program is looking for
additional tutors. This is a fantastic
opportunity for teachers, student teach-
ers, and therapists to get involved and
work with our wonderful children!
For more information, contact the
Playhouse at 630.778.PLAY
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Doug Collie, President
colliedoug@yahoo.com

Wendy Eurich
weurich@comcast.net

Brendan Conley
jbc@macleanpower.com 

Tom Benco
tmbenco@yahoo.com 

Genia Latka
geniaanddan@comcast.net

Michele Ptaszek
mdp1116@aol.com

Contact Information:
Beth Sullivan & Mike Apgar,
Co-Directors
apgarfamily@sbcglobal.net

WWaallkkeerrss && JJuummppeerrss
We want to invite all the new walkers out
there to come and join our Walkers
group (previously the Pre-walkers group).
Your children will learn new skills and
master the ones they already know while
they are having fun with their peers. We
meet on the second Saturday of the
month at 9:00am.

Does your child walk independently
but need help learning how to jump, run

and hop? Then we have the group for
you. We play fun games with our peers
and learn new skills at the same time.
We have changed the name to Jumpers
(previously called Walkers). We have
physical therapists that run this active
group so they are sure to have a lot of
fun. If you have any questions about
these groups or would like to sign up
today then call Wendy Eurich at
630.423.4035 or email Wendy at
weurich@comcast.net

BBooaarrdd ooff
DDiirreeccttoorrss

NNeeww GGrroouupp LLeeaaddeerrss WWaanntteedd
Would you like to see a new playgroup at
the Playhouse for your child’s age? Have
you been thinking of hosting a new play-
group? If so, then contact the Playhouse
today at 630.778.PLAY

EEvveenniinngg OOppeenn PPllaayy
We would like to have an evening of
open play. Come join us for one fun
Friday night a month! We can play and
meet new friends. Each month will be
different. We will focus on having fun
doing a variety of things: crafts, playing
games, watching movies and maybe hav-
ing a theme night too! We will meet from
6-8pm. All ages are welcome! Look for it
in March’s calendar. See you there!

Don’t miss the next Playhouse Pals!

There’s always something new and excit-

ing happening! The next Playhouse Pals

is Saturday, February 16th from 1-3pm.

Is your child starting to crawl? We have a
great group that meets once a month on
Saturday and would love to see you
there. It’s a semi-structured group that
provides socialization with peers and a
great time with mom or dad. We have
some wonderful volunteers that have
great ideas for the new year. Come see
what all the fun is about and learn some

skills while you are there. Our pre-
crawlers group is for children who are
just starting to crawl or scoot on their
tummies. The crawlers group is for chil-
dren who are actively crawling but not
yet walking. If you would like to be part
of this fun and exciting group or if you
have any questions, please call Wendy
Eurich at 630.423.4035 or email Wendy
at weurich@comcast.net

CCoommee OOuutt ffoorr CCrraawwlleerrss!!
P L A I N F I E L D L O C A T I O N

We had another fun morning of Open
Play on Friday, Dec. 14! There was color-
ing, arts and crafts, pretend play in the

kitchen, ball playing, dancing... you
name it! Don’t miss the next Open Play
on Friday, February 8th from 9-11am.

OOppeenn 
PPllaayy

PPllaayyhhoouussee PPaallss



2 & under playgroup
Families with children 2 and under get
together and play while the parents net-
work with each other. Siblings always
welcome.
3-4 year old playgroup
Families with children ages 3-4 get
together and play while the parents net-
work with each other. Siblings always
welcome.
Pre-crawlers/Crawlers
This group focuses on crawling skills as
well as fine motor skills, social interac-
tion with peers in a semi-structured
environment. Pre-crawlers is for children
who are just starting to crawl and the
Crawlers is for children who are crawl-
ing on all fours. Children must be
accompanied by a parent/adult.
Pre-walkers/Walkers
This group focuses on post walking skills
with peers to prepare children for school
activities (balance beam, kicking, throw-
ing, jumping, etc.) The pre-walkers is for
children who are just starting to walk
independently and the Walkers group is

for children who are walking independ-
ently. Children must be accompanied by
a parent/adult.
Teen-Tastic
This group meets from 7-9pm. We order
pizza for dinner and have lots of fun
watching movies and playing games
with each other. 6th-12th grades.
Hispanic Group
Spanish speaking families gather for
food, fun, friendship and education.
Signing Time Group
Learn sign language by signing along to
the songs from the TV series. All ages
are welcome.
Daddy and Me
Dads get out with the kids and get
together with other dads. All ages.
Open Play
Open to everyone.
Playhouse Pals
For families with children in 1st-3rd
grades.
Birthday Party
All ages.

P L A I N F I E L D C A L E N D A R

Literacy Program
4:30-6pm
By appointment

Nuestros Angeles 
Hispanic Playgroup
11am-1pm

Literacy Program
4-5pm
By appointment

Open Play
9-11am

Literacy Program
4-6:30pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
4-6:30pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
4-6:30pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
4-5pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
9:30-10am
11:15-11:45am
By appointment
Playhouse Pals
1-3pm

Literacy Program
4:30-6pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
4-5pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
4:30-6pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
4:30-6pm
By appointment

Literacy Program
4-5pm
By appointment

Literacy program
4-6:30pm
By appointment
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10052 South Bode Road, Unit D 
Plainfield, Illinois 60585

phone 630.778.7529
fax 630.778.7519

www.gigisplayhousetoo.com

All Events are Free unless noted. *RSVP to 630.778.PLAY Bring a friend who doesn’t have Down syndrome.

MMAAPP

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Teen-Tastic
7-9pm

2 & Under 9:30-11am
Literacy Program
9:30-10am
11:15-11:45am
By appointment
3-4 Year Old Playgroup
11am-Noon

Signing Time
10-11am

TEN PP

9Pre-Walkers 9-10am
Walkers 10-11am
RSVP 630.423.4035
Literacy Program
9:30-10am
11:15-11:45am
By appointment
Daddy & Me 3-4:30pm

23Pre-Crawlers 9-10am
Crawlers 10-11am
RSVP to Judy
630.961.2430
Literacy Program
9:30-10am
11:15-11:45am
By appointment
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If you dream, you can dream bigger. 
I have been learning that lesson in my
experience at GiGi’s Playhouse. There is
always more that can be
done. I am around great
m o m s  e v e r y d a y,  n o t
because they’re any better
than you or I, but because
they see a beautiful poten-
tial in their kids that the
world doesn’t see yet. They
are working to advocate for
their children. They have
this energy that inspires me to work
towards something greater than myself. 
I have met so many little blessings. In all
my readings and research and interviews,
I couldn’t have learned what I learned
just by meeting the kids who have Down
syndrome. 

When I started interning at GiGi’s
Playhouse, I didn’t know what to expect
or how to be an intern, but I quickly
learned what was expected. It has been
such a special experience. I was drawn to
this place because I have always been
drawn to people with Down syndrome.
The world is truly missing out on know-
ing these special people. 

I came into this internship as a stu-
dent and I am leaving inspired to see

where these experiences will take
me in the future. I think when
you realize you could do what
you’re doing for free, that’s
when you know you found what
you love. I saw the perspective
of the mother and it taught me
to empathize. I think it’s good
for every position to see the
other perspective. Doctors

should spend a day with nurses.
Special Education teachers should spend
a day with a parent of a child with a dis-
ability. I’ve learned true acceptance of all
different individuals and I’ve come to
appreciate our differences. Sometimes life
really is about embracing what life gives
us. GiGi’s Playhouse is truly an inspira-
tional place to be and I am so grateful for
this opportunity. Thank you, Heidi, for
your hard work and passion as you
interned for us over the last 5 months!!
We appreciate all your hard work and
wish you well in your future endeavors!!
Be sure to visit us soon! Know someone
looking for an internship? Call the
Playhouse!!

FFrroomm HHeeiiddii,, oouurr IInntteerrnn……

A heartfelt thank you goes out once
again to the Cirrincione family as they
had their annual fundraiser to raise aware-
ness and funds for GiGi’s Playhouse. They
started a scholarship in honor of their
friend Colleen Mullen who passed away.
The event raised over $5000!! These funds
will be used towards continued education
for our children and adults with Down
syndrome.

........................
Thank you, Zurich America and 

The Coleman Foundation for giving us
grants to continue our Literacy and educa-
tion programs!! You are bringing us closer
to our dreams!!

.........................
Thank you to the DiMucci brothers

for donating $10,000!! What a blessing
that will be to our families and children as
we can develop stronger programs, reach
more kids, and spread even more aware-
ness about the potential in our kids!!

A special thank you from GiGi:
I am lucky to be surrounded by

friends and family who
love me and all my
friends with Down
syndrome so much!
Every time I walk
into the Playhouse, 
I am reminded that
everyone there accepts
me for who I am and they help us
spread the word about all of the poten-
tial that my friends and I have!! The sup-
port of all my friends and Playhouse fam-
ily is overwhelming! I know my mom
and dad feel so blessed to know every
one of you! Thank you so much for you
support – emotionally, financially, and
physically!! You inspire all of us to
keep up the hard work!!

XOXO 
GiGi

WWhhaatt aann IInnccrreeddiibbllee
GGiifftt GGiivviinngg SSeeaassoonn!!
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We have started our new
16 week sessions and it is
going great!!! With the new
structure of the program
we have been able to take
over 20 new children off
the waiting list!! Those that
have been in the program
are able to continue to
receive materials as well as
consult with one of our vol-
unteer tutors!! Are you
interested in getting your
child into the program?
Interested in Tutoring? 

Call the Playhouse at
847.885.7529
for more information.

On Friday, Dec. 21st, high school students
from St. Viator paid 2 dollars each to be able
to “dress down” and wear jeans. All the pro-
ceeds went to GiGi’s Playhouse. A display
case was put up the week before the dress
down day to educate students about Down
syndrome and GiGi’s Playhouse as well as the
services we provide for families. What great
awareness for these students to learn about
Down syndrome! We are humbled that they
chose to give the proceeds to GiGi’s. 
Thanks, St Viator!! 

TThhaannkkss SStt..VViiaattoorr!!!!

HHiitt tthhee GGrroouunndd RRuunnnniinngg!!
Our Literacy program is off and running in 2008!!

OOuurr ““SSPPRREEAADD
TTHHEE LLOOVVEE””
HHoolliiddaayy RRaaffffllee

Our 2008 Raffle is off to a
great start! Grand prize is a mink
coat valued at $15,000, second
prize is a 1 week paradise
vacation to Kauai, Hawaii, third
place is a stunning diamond
Rado watch, and fourth place is
$1000.00 cash!! 

No matter what, you’re a winner!
Tickets are still available!! Raffle drawing
to be held at the Spread the Love Gala
on February 9th. Channel 2 Chicago
News Anchor Rob Johnson will be host-
ing the event. 

Call now to purchase your raffle tick-
ets at only $25 each or 5 for $100!!

You are  mak ing a  d i f f e rence !
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As the new year starts, so does lots of

new schedules!! What better place to

write down all your special events and

places to go than our 2008 Awareness

Calendar! This calendar and its theme

BELIEVE is such huge awareness and

inspiration, that we are sure you’ll love

looking at it daily. It has even won an

award for design!!! Call the Playhouse

to order yours today or go online to 

www.gigisplayhouse.org and click 

on ‘store’.

February 9th
Call

847.885.7529
to reserve 
your table!

Spread the Love Gala

Valentines Day Party 
at the Hoffman Estates
Playhouse! February 16th —
look inside for more details,
page 2!

PPAARRTTYY TTIIMMEE RRUUNN WWIITTHH UUSS

Once again, we were able to join our
friends at Friendship Village Retire-
ment Center to spread holiday cheer
by singing Christmas Carols!! We had
a great time singing and ringing our
bells!! This is an annual
tradition that is sure to
continue forever!! 
We sang loud and
proud!!

FFaa LLaa LLaa LLaa LLaa……

All 3 Playhouses are joining
forces for this years 5K Run! 
Want to join the 5K committee?
Call 847.885.7529
or your local Playhouse!


